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RULES OF DECORUM 
- -_—- —— 

Ant 1. The Associatiog shall be opened with prayer. 

Arr. 2. The Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer shall be choson by 

the delegates present by private ballot. 

Ast. 3. Th» moderator shall be considered the judge of order, but 
any member not satisfied with bis decision may appeal, provided the 
appeal be made on the same day, bat at no subsequent time. 

Arr.4. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privileges of 
speaking as other members, but mot to vote unless his vote is necessary 
to decide the question. If he rises to speak, he shall call on some 
brother to take the chair. 

Art: 5. All questions brought before the Association shall be in- 
troduced by motion, and if seconded, shall be opened for discuxsion, un- 
less withdrawn by the mover or Bis second. When a subject bas been 
taken up and a reasonable time allowed for discussion, the Moderator 
shall take the question by yeas and nays, and if a call for a division be 
made it shall be decided by the members rising. 

Art. 6. Any member wishing to speak shall rise from his seat and 
address the Moderator. Only one member shall speak at the same time 
and while speaking shall not be interapted, unless he depart from the 
subject or makepersonal reflections. 

Art. 7. No person shall’speak more than once upon the same sub- 
ject until all who wish to speak have had an opportunity, nor crore than 
twice on any subject withoat permission. 

Art. & Every subject introduced for discussion shall be first de- 
cided before another shall; be, offered, unless it shall be laid over by mo- 
tion, with the consent of the mover and Association. 

Art. 9. The Association @hall in all cases be governed by a ma- 
jority of the- members present, except in the reception of churches, then 
& unanimans vote shall be required. But in no case shall one mem)er 
or church prevent the reception of a charch without a sufficient cause is 
shown, which shall be determined by a majority. 

Arr. 10. The names of members-shall be called whenever the As- 
sociation may direct, and absentees marked. Any member wishing to 


retire shall obtain permission of the Moderator. ‘ 
Aart. Ll, The appellation of Brother shall be used by members tn 
addressing each other. a 


Aur. 12. These rules may be suspended for the time being by 4 
vote of the Association, 

Anr, 13. Any member violating these rules shall be subject to re- 
proval by the Moderator, but only on the day the breech shall have been 
committed. 

Arr. 14. Amendments of alterations may be made to these rules 

_ when a mjaority may deem it necessary. 
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The Sunflower Baptist Association met with Oak Ridge 
Baptist church, Coahoma county, Mississippi, Friday before 
the First Lord’s day in September, this the 30th day of 
August, 1895. 

At 11 o'clock a. m., Elder D. H. 8. Cox took the stand 
to preach the Introductory Sermon, ' Text: John 15:11. 
“These things have I spoken unto you that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full. Theme: 
The joy the Christian shares in Christ’s joy. Preached a 
good sermon to an appreciative congregation. After servi- 
ces, the congregation were invited to partake of refreshments 
which were on the ground in bountiful supply, and it is 
needless to say it WAS VERY GooD, 

? AFTERNOON SESStON~-2;30, 

The Association re-assembled, were called together by 
singing some of the sweet songs of Zion, such as, “I am thine 
O, Lord,” and “Who at the door is standing,” ete, 

The Moderator, J. M. Chrestman, invited brother E. B. 
Fuller to conduct the opening services. The hymn, “Come 
thou fount of every blessing” was announced and sung by 
the congregation. Brother Fuller then read from the scrip- 
ture a portion of the eleventh chapter of Mark, beginning at 
the twentieth verse, reading six verses; made some appro- 
priate remarks and led in prayer. 

On motion, the Moderator then appointed Elder J. W. 
Collins and D. H. 8. Cox to read the letters from the church- 
es as presented. The letters ware read and the names of the 
churches and delegates enrolled as follows : 

Church at Lula-- Brother T. C. Crawford, Sieter T H. VanEaton, 

Sister M. E. Durfee. 

Church at Belen--J. M. Chrestman. 
Oak Ridge Churck--Elder J. W. Collins, brothers J. W. Maupin, 

James Moore, J. M. Baper and J. H. Sparks. . 

Enon Church-~Elder H. A. Ferguson. brothers W. W. Ferguson, J. 

KE. Redding and E, D. Mallen. 

Church at Lyon--T. S. Shuford and Sister M. M. Killibrew- 

Retuge Church-~-Brother R. E, Bright and Elder M./A. Cameron, 
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_ MINUTES OF rHE 

Chargh at Shelby-- Brother J. R. Overby and Sister Bettie Rose 
Friars Point--Elder D. H. 8. Cox and Brother W. H. Hoffner. 

New Hope Chareh-~( Received and read second day), brothers J.J. 
Weeks and Walter Crownover. 


The letters from the 
enrolled, on motion 0 


churehes having been read and del- 
f J, W. Collins, Association then 
permanent organization. A motion was made 
he rules on the election of officers in order to 
expedite matters, and.on motion, Elder D. H. 8. Cox was 
instructed to cast the vote of the Ass wiation for J. M. Chrest- 
man for Moderator. On motion, Elder J. W. Collins was 

Association for T. §. Shu- 


instructed to cast the vote of the / 
ford for Clerk. On motion, Brother J. H. Sparks cast the 
yote for Dider H. A. Fe yn as Treasurer. Officers as 


elected: J. M. Chrestman, 2 T. 8. Shuford, Clerk; 


H. A. Ferguson, Treasurer, 
On motion, the Modes ‘ 
devotional exercises as follows : 


sengers of this chureh. 
The Clerk was then requested to call the list of subjects 


Hrd the name of committee ip order to ascertain if the wrl- 
ers were present with the reports, if not to appoint others 
instead. 

Sister Rose was appointed to write 


in place of T. H. Humphrey. 
“Qn Publications,” T. C. Crawford in place of A. P. 


. Rose, absent ; “State of Religion,” R. FE. Bright in place of 
R. F. Chrestman ; “Duty of Churches to Pastors, Elder M. 
A. Cameron in place of Bister VanEaton. 

On motion of brother Cox, visiting brethren were invit- 
ed to seats and extended the privileges of the floor. A. V. 
Rowe, Secretary of the State Convention Board responded. 

The following resolution was offered by J. W. Collins 
and adopted by the Association : 

Resolved, ‘That this Association convene at 9a. m,, ad- 
journ at 12:30; convene at 2:30 p. ™., adjourn at 4:30 p. m. 


from day to day until finally adjourned. 
Committee on devotional exercises made partial report. 


egates 
proceeded to 
to suspend t 


lerator ; 


i 


ees 


bor appointed a committee on 
Pastor, deacons and mes 


on “Woman's Work” 
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SUNFLOWER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
Announced that brother M. A. Camefou would preach to- 
night at 7:30 o'clock. 
The hour for adjourning having arrived, after singing 
hymn, the benediction Was pronounce by Bro. A, V. Rowe- 
SATURDA Y— somes? susstox, 9:30. 

the appointed hour. 


together at 
tof the Moderator, 


The Association came 
t the reques 


Devotional exercises, were a 
ider D. H. 5. Cox. Several spiritual songs 
foundation” 


“Flow firm 4 


conducted by E 
» Brother Cox 


were sung by 
and “O, for a ¢ 


the congregation, 

Joser walk with God. then 
read from scripture the 103rd division of Psalms; prother H. 
A. Ferguson led in prayer; prother A. V- Rowe made a short 


talk which was appreciated by all present. The Moderator 


then announced ready for pusiness. 
The minutes of Friday’s proceeding were read and 


adopted. 

Letter from New 
of delegates enrolled. 

On motion, pointed as fol- 
lows: M. A. Cameron, J. H. 
Report on Sunday S¢ 
ber and discussed by E 
Rowe, brother Rowe suggesting & fact that's 
and that ia that there is @ 


tioned in Sunday School reports, 
man employed by the State Board as Sunday School. Evan- 
gelist, prother B. izing and developing Sun- 


hroughout the needed and that he 
d, was adopted. or 


Hope church was received and names 


day Schools t 
was doing good work. Report as read, 
report see appendix A. 
Report on Missions wa then read by J. W. Collins, dis- 
cussed by himself and brogher Rowe. Report adopted. See 
appendix a : 

The following resolution was offered by H. A. Ferguson 

e Association : 
into a heart and 


and adopted by t 

Resolved, That this Agsociation enter 1 

full co-0 yeration with the State Board, and that the Treas- 
qier of t is Association be instructed to turn over all mis- 
sion funds to the Secretat of the State Board to be applied 
within the bounds of this Association. 
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MINUTES. OF THE 


Brother A. V. Rowe called the attention of the Associa- 
tion to the fact that we had ne report on Sustentation, and 
made some remarks showing the good accomplished by this 
fund, explained how the money was applied, ete., an said 
that he hoped ‘that this Association would not forget to 
make a Christmas gift for this purpose, and some of the 
brethren present fearing that it might be forgotten, proposed 
to take a collection now for this fund, which was done ani 
amounted to $6.25. 

Report on Publications was then read by brother T. C. 
Crawford, discussed by himself and brother Rowe. Report 
as read was adopted. For report see appendix C. : 

Report on Ministerial Education and Mississippi Col- 
lege was read by the writer, Elder D. H. 8. Cox, discussed 
by J. W. Collins. Report was adopted. See appendix D. 

The hour for adjournment having arrived, “All hail the 
power of Jesus name’’ wak sung. Bentdiction by H. A. Fer- 
guson. : 

SECOND DAY—arterxoon session, 2:30 

The Association re-assémbled, and brother H. A. Fer- 
guson conducted the opening services; read from the serip- 
ture the 1st division of the Psalms, arid brother T. 8. Shu- 
ford led in prayer. 

: The minutes of morning session were read and apopted, 

. Report on Duty of Churches to Pastors was read by H. 

A\. Ferguson and spoken to by himself. Report as mead was 
adopted. For — seé appendix E. 

Report on Woman’s Work was read by J. W. Collins 
for the writer, Mrs. Bettie Rose, and diseyssed by brother 
Collins. Report as read was adopted. See ppendix F, 

Committee on Devotional Exercises report that Elder 
H. A Ferguson would preach at 7:30 to-night, Sunday at 11 
o'clock. Elder J. W. Collings; Sunday at 2:30 o'clock, Elder 
M. A. Cameron ; Sunday at 7:30 o'clock, 
guson. © : 

Resolution offered by J. W. Collins and 
Association : j 

Resolved, That, whereas the Convention Board has re- 

quested all of the Associations of the State to ee for mis- 






dopted by the 


sions according to their strength for State, Hope and For- 
eign Missions. That the different churches of this Associa- 
tion be requested to raise for said purposes the amounts set 
opposite their names : ae 


Bnon Church..........upossiss...--+ceesesiengecen}ere)s+e@40 00 


PRR ee eee eee THEME eee ee 
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Rg BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
’ 


SUNFLOWE 
sgh i NE ner 30 00 
LN a hacer pence 30 00 
Friars pat chponnenstnet eft agente 35 00 
SE iscatenr ten nec 25 00 
New Bear eat ne ean 15 00 
Ghelby --.-ssreer <A ckacnadeete-oteagrne 30 00 
ae Ross. hyphen’ 15 00 
otal co ceneeennroae st ci toeat fiiasiOns & 955 00 
The above to include Agsociational Missions also. 
DELEGATES To CORRESPONDING BODIES. 
lected to represent this As 
State Con- 


Elder H. A. ro was e 
ciation at the Southern Baptist Convention ; 
H. &. Cox and ¥. W. Collins ; Deer Creek Asso- 
p. H. 8. Cox ans J. W. Collins; 
E _§. Cox ant ' 


80 

vention, D. 1. 

ciation, brothers A. Pp. Rose, 

Coldwater Association, yj. W. Collins, p. I 

M. Chrestman ; Yalobusha Association, ?- KE. Redding, H. A 
F. Chrestman ; Sunflower Association, (col- 


Ferguson and *. 
J. W. Collins, D. Hi. &. Cox ant J. M. Baber. 
he following subjects 


ored), 4- 
The Moderator then announced t 
for reports and the committee to write on them, to be reac 
at the next meeting of the Association. Missions, Elder 
W. Collins; Sunday Schools, yr, A. P. Rose; Publications, 
“F. Chrestman ; Prohibition, g, J. Chrestman’ Duty of 
churches to pastors, J. M. Baber; Duty of pastors to'shureh- 
es, M. A. Cameron ; State of religion, DF. ©: J. Slack ; Wo- 
mons work, sister M. M. Killebrew 5 Sustentation, Dp. H. 5. 
Cox. 
XOMINATIONS. : 
w. W. Ferguson. The 
ting of 


Collins. J. M. Baber and 
Committee oD Nominations report that the next mee 
this Association will be held with the church at Shelby, 02 
e y, railroad, to convene on Friday before the 
896 ; also recommend the fol- 
| Board D. H.S 
M 


J. W. 


the Y. : 
First Sabbath in September, 1 
lowing names as Executive oF Association’ 
_W, Collins, jJ.™M. Baber and 4-7 
be appointed to 


A, Ferguson, J 
Elder H. A- Ferguson 


Chrestman ; also 
, {ntroductory _ and on mo 


tion the report 


yrt read on the following subjects + Pro- 
rches an State of religion. 
T. 8. 8. 


ted. 
Nore—No sep 
astors to chu 


hibition, Duty of P 
+7 ON FINAKCE. 


REPOR 
e to sub 


g leav mit the following re- 


Your committee be 
port: 
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Received from Enon Church, for missions........ $ 25 00 

e « " ss minutes......-.. 3 50 

- “  @hureh at Belen, missions........ 13 45 

" = E « Foreign missions 5 00 

/ * © minutes.......cee 4 00 
* Lyon, missions......... © 6 26 
° “  minutes......... 1 75 
n * Refuge, missions....... 20 00 
7 minutes........ 1 2 

“ Oak. Ridge, missions. 15 10 

oo minutes... 2 50 

; “ 4 2 * Shelby, missions...... 28 50 
| = “ > . “ " minutes........ 3 00. 
_ " * Lula, missions......... 20 00 
. : « << ~ minutes......... 3 60 

“ “ New Hope, missions. 1 50 

“ es a 7 * minutes... 1 50 

rs «Friars Point, missions 22 50 

* , “ minutes. 2 25 


Received from individuals as follows, mission : 


guson, Treasurer. 
M, A. Cameron, T. ©. Crawford, J. H. Sparks, Com. 


charged. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Received from Finance Committee : 














Respectfully submitted, H. A. Ferauson, Treasurer. 


Hi. A. Ferguson... -ccccccee..sscceseceneeecneseneeseen sees 5 00 
BR. F. Chrestaman. ...22..i......000 00 cseceeeeetenereeeetons 5 00 
J. M. Chrestmany....s0...b. 00... eee ce cceeeeceewereeeees 20 00 
Collection for sustentation. ................0.cceere sees 6 ®B 
Total amount for all purposes..........-.6.000+s0++= $216 90 
The above amount cs been turned over to H. A. Fer- 


On motion, report was received and the committee dis- 


For Associational Missions...................0.eesees $181 30 
For Foreign Missions...................:scccceeeeneeeees 5 00 
Wor Sustemtation.... iisisi-......csec.eccsowseeseccceceeps 6 25 
For Minutes and Clerk...................c.:sccseeeeeeees 24 35 
ER PE £216 1 
Disbursements : 
Paid Secretary of State Con. Board, sustentation$ 6 25 
Por State MissiOmeitiiich.........cocccscccccccccecsecsees 181 30 
For Foreign Missioms..................c.ccccseceseeseees 5 00 
Paid to Clerk amount allowed him.................. 10 00 
Paid to Clerk for thinutes............6.......00ees eee 14 35 
ee $216 90 
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SUNFLOWE 
Report of contributions by the churches sinte last re- 
tt, including amounts sent Up to the Association. 
Enon, domestic mninsions.n..0er BG aloe $11 50 
“. expense delegates to Southern Bap. Con.. 6 70 
« for MisSlONE------*"" TN caeebeaneesrerieen ss 25 00 
Belen, for atic ite ne cree 14 45 
« Foreign alanine can-073s 70 5 00 
Lyon, a Tap cscemenerte Pin ceccnee 6 
« ” Mississippi spllegensscerneetrene i, 5 90 
« Sunday Pool PUTPOBES-.-e-re0r rr 15 00 
«Ladies aid society, pastors gupport.-.-s- 44 10 
Refuge, renee et chee 20 00 
Oak Ridge, Mahmmacinccersncpeeesieete Tae 15 10 
Shelby, OE caisseinereny et en no 28 50 
Sey onan een 20 00 
Lula, re-seating eee newest te Re. 30 00 
es Southern Bap. Con.----- 15 00 





) Lula, expense delegat 
jety have raised and have on 


f building ® house of 
4 








Lula, lac ies aid soc 




















hand for the purpose © 
aE gies nt ano 4 45 
New Hope, De. ccnneeoceemeseesats tong. 1 50 
Individual, J. M. Chrestman, Belen, missions..-- 20 00 
* H. A. Fersuso®, Enon, missions ss hed 5 00 
R. F. Chrestman, Enon, missions.-- 5 00 
$338 45 








Total for all purposes 
This does not include minute fund. 
The following resolutions were 
the Association. Resolution by °- 
Resolved, That thanks are due end are hereby ten 
to the Oak Ridge ehureh and the friends of ths community 
ie messengers at- 


for the kind hospitality ¢ 





offered and adopted by 


K. Redding : 
dered 















































tending this Association. x 
By D. H. 8, Cox: . . 
jation allow the Cl -rk ten dol- 








Resolved, That this Agsoc 

| Jars for his services. 

The Association having completed its pusiness and the 
hour for adjournment having arrived, after singing the hymn 
“gweet by and by,” prother J. w. Collins led in prayer. 
The Association stands adjourned to meet with Shelby 

7 & M.V- railroad, Frid before the First 


















































church on the » 3 
Lord’s day in September, 1896. _M. CHRestMAN, 
T, S. SHUFORD, Moderator. 
Clerk. 
reached to 4 





_W. Collios P 
and a splendid sermon at _ A. Cameron 
good se and H. A. Ferguson at night. 
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10 MINUTES OF THE 
A—REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Your committee begs leave to submit the following: 

Christ, our Savior, sanctioned the meeting of _ little 
children in his name for the purpose of enjoying his bless- 
ings and receiving his jnstructions. This is the most Im- 
portant duty of the Sunday School—to instruct both old 
and young in God’s word, 

‘\ Sunday School, when properly conducted, is of vital 
importance to the sociability of our people and elevating to 
good society, and it is of: morc importance to our churches’ 
welfare, It is One of the best means by which we can, and 
do, develop the. hidden gpiritual resources of our church 
membership. , 

The Sunday School should be, if possible, conducted by 
the church, its officers elected or appointed by: the church, 
as other business is generally done, and once a year. 

It is the spirituality of the children that we should im- 
ress most. We should teach sound doctrine based on the 
infallible word of God. We should em yhasize the inspira- 
tion of the Bible as God’s word. It is the duty of aSunday 
School to encourage the children to memorize the holy 
scriptures, and give book, chapter and verse. It has been 
truly stated that the average Bible knowledge is gained 
through the instrumentality of the Sunday School. 

I shall recommend, for use in our Sunday Schools, the 
Baptist Convention series of literature, which is sound and 
systematic, published by the Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Sone 

Right here I would add, for the benefit of our yeople, at 
the suggestion of Bro, Rowe, that the Convention Board ha 
a man employed to organize Sunday Schools in destitute 
places, (Bro. B. N.. Hatch, Sunday School evangelist). His 
work showed, last year, one Sunday School each week of the 
year. There is greatdemand for his services, and, while he 
has not yet visited our association, yet, we hope that our 
churches will not forget this part of our general work. No 
doubt, Bro. Hatch will come in our midst when he ean. 

1 note an increase of one Sunday School in our associa- 
tion. Twelve churchés.and five Sunday Schools! Breth- 
ren, let us awake to a sense of our duty in this all impor- 
tant work of our Master, May God speed the day when we 
can report a Sunday School in every church in t is associa- 
tion. It seems that we are too negligent concerning this 
important work for Christ. How are we to convince the 
people that there is a reality in our religion if we make no 
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SUNFLOWER BA 


part, to cultivate the young and enlighten the 


n contact with us socially * 
Brethren I believe in an active religion, ever on the alert 
for Jesus. The same command that God gave to Moses, 
holds good to us to-day, and it should have the same effect 
on our hearts. “Thou shalt teach them to thy children dil- 
igently,” and “Thou shalt talk of them when thou liest 
down, and when thou riseth up, and when thou walkest by 


the way. shall pray foran increase of effort on 
our part. 


» Brethren, | ‘ 
Respectfully Submitted, 
J. M. BaBer. 


REPORT ON MISSIONS. 

This work includes all the Mission work that. God has 
laid at the doors of his churches, and has been characterizes 
as home, foreign and state missions. In view of the lether- 
gy mto which our churches have fallen on this — your 


committee deem it more important ) cen a great- 
er interest on this general subject, than to recite the work 
done and its results. 1 has blessed 


But we will say that Gor 
every effort that we make in that direction. 
There are some very jmportant questions that every 
Christian ought to ask him or herself What relationship 
des. diseipleship sustain to missions? Does my relation- 
ship to Christ relate me fo missions © If so, can I bea dis- 
ciple of Christ and not heartily support missions? Can 
serve Christ and not serve missions * To the last question 
your essayest would answer emphatically, “No.” 

In the 8th chapter.of John, Christ gaid to those that be- 
lieved on him : “If ye continue in my word then are ye 
my disciples indeed,” and his word is: “Go preach the 

» Jf we do. not do this, 


ospel to every creature. we do 
not continue in his word, and; therefore, cannot’ be Ms 
disciples indeed. Again he says : “J appoint unto you 4 
kingdom ;” “Oceupy. till I come ;” “Go work to-day 1m my. 
vineyard,” and “I give he keys of the kingdom.’ 
If God's children hold the keys to the kingdom, when 
they refuse to send the glad tidings of salvation to those 
who have it not, they lock the doors of the kingdom against 
them. 
The gentile nations were dying without the gospel un- 
kingddm to them by 


til Peter open the doors of the 
5 1 Brethren, every child of God 
o unlock its 


reaching to. them the gospel. © ever) 
has his hand on the key of the kingdom, either t 0 
doors to dying men, OF o hold the key from unlocking its 
doors. Let us see to it, brethren, that no b ood of dying 
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MINUTES OF THE 
ts in that day when all secrets 


12 
mén will be on our garmen 


will be revealed. j . 
uestions which come up in the minds of 


There are two 4 h co 
church members. One_ class, which is unfortunately small, 


asks this question: “How much ought I, and can I, give _ 
The orher class, which is unfortuuately large, asks: “How 
little can I give to be excused ?” 

This obligation rests on all Christians alike, and his 
yssessions and prosperity in this life are the measures of 
is obligation in giving, We are (od’s stewards. We hold 

what we have as a trust from him, to be used for his glory. 

God commands every Christian: “Upon the first day 

of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him.” God declares that “covetousness is 
idolatry,” and to withhold the tithes which belong to God is 
robbing God in covetousness. Christ said: “Take heed 
and beware of covetousness, for a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”” In 
the Jewish dispensation bringing the tithes into the store- 
house of the bord, was one of the conditions of material 
prosperity. So the less we give the less we save. “He that 
soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly.” “Give and it shall 
be given unto you.” “He that hath God hath love, for God 
is love,” and love expands the heart and moves the hands to 
do God's will. 

We see from the apportionment allotted to each associ- 
ation that our association is expected to give to missions next 
year $250.00. Brethren, let us resolve to come up to that 
amount, which is only about 65 cts. to each member. Let 
us rise up in the name and the strength of Israel's God, and 
every one resolve to contribute his and her part in the great 
work of publishing a Savior’s love. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. W. Cobiins. 


C—RRPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 


There is nothing which wields such an influence over 
the people as the literature they read. It is impossible to 
explain the many definite kinds of literature that is flood- 
ing our country to-day, Buffice it to say that there is a great 
deal that makes its way into the homes of many Christian 
people, that is worthless, worse than worthless,.it is eyen 

isonous to the brain, and causes the young mind to become 
orgetful, and the young Christian neglectful of his duty. 

Then, let us, as Christians, make war against s0 great 
an enemy, and drive it from our homes, and replace it with 
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publications, some of which are as follows : 
The Baptist and Reflector, the Baptist Record, and to be 

issi our committee would recommend our 
ed at Atlanta, Ga., and we would also 
ra of the difierent thurches comprising Sun- 
read our state paper, the Bap- 


rd, published at Meridian, also the eae Layman, 
t Winona, Miss. For young people we know of 
nothing better t je’'s Leader and Kind 


Words, both published by the 


at Nashville, Tenn. 

series, published by Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
Tenn., for Sunday School purposes. But, abave all, let us 
not forget to read the grandest of all publications, the book 


of all books, the Bible. Respectfu ly submitted, 
T, C. CRAWFORD. 
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CATION AXD MISSIsSIPri COLLEGE. 


nd report on Min- 
would now re- 


p—REPORT oN MINISTERIAL EDU 


Your committee appaintes to write @ 
isterial Education an [ississippi College, 


port : 3 . 
Your committee cannot present anything new on this 
all important subject, but we are profoundly impressed that 


the growt of our denomination in future years depends, in 
a very great degree, on the ministers being thoroughly equip- 
ped for their life work. ‘The masses of our people are stand- 
nes of intelligence than ever before. : 

al influence creates & demand that we 


ing upon higher pla 
increase of education 
must keep pace with the march 


must meet, and our ae t 
of mind. No religious y which desires, or expects, 


march in van of progress and useful 


an educated ministry. To ignore t 
. class of men, and the obligation of the churches to contribute 


to their needs is to 

W hat has been accom plis 

by Christian efforts jn missionary : 

home, is especially attributed, under the grace of God, to men 
hose minds have been trained and disciplin 


and women W pines 
does not think it 


in schools and colleges. Your committee 
y that that church or that assocl- 


indelicate or improper to 8a 
to ignore the advantages of an educa- 


ation which pre an ed 
tion has surely n to die. Indeed, your committee is of 
the opinion that this question of the baptist churches being 
under obligation to look after and take in hand this matter 
of making regular and liberal contribu to min 
- education, has ond the 








4 MINUTES OF THE 


It would seem to your committee that wheh God calls a 
inan to preach the gospel, and he feels that it: will be woe 
tinto him if he preach not this gospel, that every Christian 
heart would be moved to him, and every Christian hand be 
opened to help prepare him for his work that he may accom- 
plish grand results for the ministry. And now it only re- 
mains for the brethren to devise plans and select educational 
agencies for the accomplishment of the desired result. To 
this end your committee would say that Mississippi College, 
the property ef Mississippi Baptists, and is the center and 
federal head of our denominational work in the State. Open 
its doors to every young man called of God to preach the 
gospel. 

Mississippi College has done a grand work in the past 
and we are reaping the benefits of that work to-day. 

God has placed the seal of his approbation <p: this 
College. Since 1850, when it came into the hands of the 
Baptists, thousands of young men, of every calling of life, 
have received their education in whole, or in part, within 
the walls of this grand institution, and, of those, hundreds 
have been called to preach the gospel of the kingdom of Géd. 

Mississippi College has its representatives on nearly ev- 
ery field in foreign lands, as well as in many states of the 
union. If we may judge it by its fraits, it is worthy of our 
confidence and support, From year to year the college has 
a long roll of students who are being educated for the minis- 
try, and there will continue to be such. But to bring the 
boys of Baptist families, and young men who are called of 
God: to preach, to the college, the college has elected and 
commissioned Bro. C. L, Lewis, of Raymond, as agent to go 
among the churches and visit the Associations to raise funds 
for the college. Thereforewe would recommend him to the 
confidence and love of our people, and that the churches of 
this association co-operate with him dn his efforts. 

Respectfully submitted, D. H. 8. Cox. 
E--DUTY OF CHURCHES TO PASTORS. 

: It is the duty of the church to be very careful to select 
a pastor who is to perform the duties of pastor to the satis- 
faction of the church and community. his being of such 
great importance, it is well for a church to consult and pray 
over the matter, and obtain direction of the Holy Spirit, and 
a co-operation of each and every member, if sonaible. 

When the call is made, it should be ‘nial to be unani- 
mous, and the pastor will enter his labors more cheerful than 
if a part of the church was opposed to him. When this 
union is affected the church should see: that their pastor is 
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relieved of the necessity of looking for temporal support to 

be woe any other source than the church, and thus he will be better 

hristian enabled to prepare and delived the spiritual food necessary 

rand be for the growth and developement of the flock. 

y accom- It is the duty of the church to co-0 yerate in all good 
and each individual member should be ready to as- 


only re- works, 
sist, to the extent of his or her ability. The church should 


d calls a 


cational 
ut. To encourage their pastor in every way that they can. See that 
College, he is paid accore ing to promise, and, if he should preach an 
ter and unusually good sermon, and you appreciate it, don’t be afraid 
Open to tell him so—talk of his good qualities and let his failures 
ach the « «lie. 
The chureh should not receive an accusation against 


her pastor, except upon good authority: But if the church 

should tind they have made a mistake in selecting their pas- 

tor, it. would be well for thei to rectify the mistake by ask- , 
iI] not resign, then the church 


the past 


on this 


: of the ing him to resign, and if he w 
of life, should dissolve the union. 
within A church should never lead a pastor to believe that he 
undreds will receive compensation unless the church is able and ful- 
of God. ly intends to compensate him. The chureh should require 
arly ev- all of her members whu are able to help to pay their pastor 
: of the and if they will not co-operate with the church in her work 
of our when able, I think the church ehould deal with them for 
ege has contempt respectfully submitted, H. A. FERGUSON. 
2 minis- : F-- REPORT OX WOMAN'S WORK. — ° 
ing the Woman's work is at home, not away. Let her work and 
alled of pray ot home ; work for and in her chutch ; in her neigh- 
ted and horhood, having eyes 10 sce the needy! around her, and ears 
it to go to hear their cries, and, nbove all else, let her teach and work 
e funds at home by a Christian ¢ xumple and by reading and teach- 
n to the ing the word of riod. Oh, if mothers, wives and sisters 
ches of would give more of their time and talent at home to chil- 
dren, husbands and brothers, we would have no need of 
Ox Womens Conyentions, Womens’ W. C. T. U’s., and and all 
of these things that take women from home and from fami- 
o select ilies, Jet her be more watchful at home over those whom 
the Lord has given her as her own to be raised for His 


e satis- 
of such 
nd pray 
rit, and 


glory. [et man go out to preach and teach; but let women 
teach at home where the Lord has given her a littls kingdom 
to picside over, to raise up subjects for His Kingdom. Ile 
sent out men to do and teach all that was needful for the 

ach by example, by charity, 


 uhani- world to know. Let women te 
‘ul than (love), by visiting the sick and the orphans—!.ct their mis- 
en this sion work be at home.’ 

is ; : 
astor is Respectfu.ly cubmitted, B. S. Rese. 
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present 
by the Moderator, 


y 


committees. 


present. 


shall constitute a quorum, 
the sittings of the Association. | 

Art. 5. This Association shall never possess any power or author: | 
over the Churches. It may advise, as an advisory council only, yet i 
owship from any church that is known | 
. to be in disorder, or fails to represent itself tor three successive meetings, | 

Ant. 6. The Moderator shall preside over the meetings of this As- 

sociation, afid may vote only in case of a tie, and he s 


t shall have power to withdraw fell 





CONSTIT 


UTION. 





Art. 1, This Association shall be called the Sunflower Association 


f churches of the Buptist denomination in regular 


church 


their chureh letter certifying their appointment, 
privileges ot the Association. 

r with this body, may 
Association by signifying their desire | 


and all the 


— 


Arr. 3. Churches of the same faith and orde 
be admitted to membership in this 
by letter and delegates. 

Art. 4. The officers of this Association shall cons 
tor, Clerk and Treasurer, to be selected 
at each session. who, together with four ot 
shall form an Executive Committee, four of whom | 
who Shall attend to all business intervening || 


Arr. 7. The Clerk shall keep a true reco 
of the Association, and be responsible for al 
eommitted to his care. 

Art. 8. The Treasurer shall recieve all monies and property of the! 
Association, and shall be responsible for the same, and shall not pay’ 
out any money save by the order of the Association or {Executive Com-| 
mittee, and shall report all disbursements at each Association. 

Ant. 9 The object of this Association shall be to digest, organize 
an operative system of measures to promote the general interest of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom. But in no instance shall it infringe on the inde- 
pendence of the churches, 

Arr. 10. This constituti 
ular sitting of the Association by a vote of tworthirds of the delegates 


of this union shall be entitled to five delegates 


shall 


ist.of a Modera-~ 
by a majority of the delegates | 
her members appointed 


_—— ase ee oe ee levee ele 


hall appoint all! 


rd of all the proceedings 
T articles and documents, 


} 


ion may be altered or amended at any reg- 
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SUNDAY ScHooLt 


MINUTET 


Totat-MempBessHir 
No.- Femwaes 
No.* MALES 
' Dears 
ExeLusion 
By Lerrer.. 

KesTORATION 

By SpraTeMeNT 
By Lerrer 
By BarrisM 


appiTions Dim’s 


Days.or MEETING 


Post OFrrice 


Cra'cu CLERK 


Post Orrict 


et 


Pastors 


CHURCHES. 
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MINUTES 
| — oF THE— | 
| Sunflower Baptist Association, 
| — AT ITS— f 
REGULAR ANNUAL SESSION Es 
e* 
__ WITH THE — . , rs 
) Shelby Baptist Chureh, 4 


Bolivar County, Mississippl, 
SEPTEMBER 4. 1896 


a I 
ere 


OFFICERS: 
J. M. CHRESTMAN, Moperator, Belen. 
A. P. ROSE, CLerk Shelby. \ 


J. W. MAUPIN, ‘TreascreR, Stovall. 
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PLACE OF NEXT MEETING: Lyon, Mississippi; Time, Fri- 
day before the first Lord’s day in September, 1897. 


| 

| —+— 
| 1 : 
|| 1896 : f 
i] BAPTIST LAYMAN PRINT, 
' WINONA, MISS : 
i | 





RULES OF DECORUM | 
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opened with prayer 


: Arr. 1. The \esociation shal! be 
shall be chosea by 


; Art. 2. The Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer 


« the delegates present by prevate ballot 


Art 3. The Moderator shall be considered the 
r not satisfied with his decision may appeal, provided the ap- 
19 subs quent time 


> } 
judge of orden, but 


¢ any membe 
peal be made on the same day, bat att 


Ani. 4, The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privileges of 


to vote unless tus vote 


speak he ‘shall call un | some 


speaking as other members bat not is necessary 


~ to decide the question If he rises t 


| 


























brother to take the « hair 


Art. 5. All questions brought before the Association shall be in- 


: 
' 
: 
. 
} trotuced by motion and if second: d shall be opene d for discussiop, un- 


When a subject hag been 


> 
eS lees withdrawn by the mever or his second 
taken up and a reas ynable time allowed for diréussion, the Moderator 
be of 
shall take the question by yeas and nays, and if @ cull for a divigion be 


made it shall be decided by the members rising 
g to speak shall rise from his s¢at and 
ber shall speak at the saipe time 
he depart frpm the 


Arr. 6. Any member wishin 
nddress the Moderator Only one mem 
and while speaking shall not be interupted. unless 


sunject or muke personal reflections 


Art. 7. No person shall speak more than once upon the same 


subject nntil all who wish 10 apeak have had an oppértunity, nor more 
than twice on any subject without pe rmission 

Art. 8. Every subject introduced for discussion shall be first de- 
cided before another shall be offered, unless it shall be laid over by mo- 
tion, with the consent of the mover and Association } 

Art. # The Association shall in all cases be governed by & ma- 
jority of the members present except in the reception of Selle then 
a unanimous vote shall be required, But in no case shall one! member 
ur church prevent the reception of a church without a sufficienf cause is 
shewn, which shall be determined by a majority. i 

Art. 10. The names of members shall be called whenever the As- 
sociation may direct, and absentees marked. Any member wishing to 
retire shall obtain permission of the Moderator 

Arr. 11. The appellation of Brother shall be usediby m¢mbers in 
addressing each other. 5 

Ant. 12. These rales may be suspended for the time being by & 















vote of the Association > 
Arr. 13. Any member vidlating these rules shall be subject to re- 
proval by the Moderator, but only on the day the breech shall) have been 









committed 
Arr. 14. Amendments or alterations may be made to these ;rules 


when » majority may deem it necessary. 
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At 10 a. m. the Sunflower Baptist Association convened 
with the Shelby Baptist church at Shelby, Bolivar county, 
Mississippi. Devotions] services were conducted by brother 
H. A. Ferguson, whe read the 140th Psalm and Jed in pray- 
er. Then the singing of some of Zion’s weet sonus, and 
another prayer by brother W. E. Watts, the pastor. The 
Association was ther called ‘to order by brother J. M Chrest- 
man. Moderator, Brother A. P. Rose was chosen Secretary 
protem. Chureh letters were then called for, and’ brothers 
H. A. Ferguson and J, B. Summer were appointed .to read 
the same. 

Exox Caveca—Letter and messengers, J. E tedding J B. Sumner 


and Elder H. A: Ferguson. 
Cuvrca at Becexs—Letter and Messengers, J. M. Chrestivan 
Oax Ripce Cucrca—Letiers and messencers, J. W. Maupin and 


Miss Mary Goar 
First Crorcn or Boisrvar—Letter and messengers 4. R. Seraggs, 


Charles Ellerson and Wm. Arnold, 
Cucrcnu at Lvox— Letter and messengers, sisters N. © McClanahan 


and M. M. Killibrew. 
Rervce Cuurce ~ Letter and messengers, T. W. Humphreys, G. Ay: 


cock and B. F. Brook. 
Suecay Cuvrca--A. P. Rose. T. R. Overby, M. L Ming, and sisters 


E. Hanstord and S. A. Ming. 
Mouxp Bayou Cuvrca—Letter and messengers, J. B. Griffin James 


Thomas and sister B. Griffin. 

Having completed the reading of all letters presented, 
the Associdtion was declared ready by the Moderator for 
permanent -organization. Brother J. M. Chrestman was 
again elected Moderator by ballot, and brother A. P. Rose 
Clerk by ballot, brother J. W. Maupin Treasurer by ballot. 
Brother J. M. Chrestman, Moderator, appointed brother J. 
E. Watts, pastor of Shelby Baptist church, and the messen- 
gers of the same as a Committee on Devotional Exercises. 
A partial report was then made by the committee: That 
brother A. P. Copeland should preach at 7:30 p. m., atter- 
wards changed and brother T. J. Bailey preached at the 
hour appointed an able discourse from the text, “Restore 
unto me the joy of thy salvation.” 
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MINUTES OF THE 

The following resolution was made and adopted : 
Resolved, That this Association meetat 9 a, m ,adjourn 
at 12:30; meet at 2:30, adjourn at will. 

The Moderator then appointed the following Financial 
Committee: T. W. Humphreys, J. B. Sumner aad L. M. 
q Ming. mi 
i Motion to adjourn was carried 
t FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION 
: The Association’convened at 2:30 p. m Worship wa- 
condvcted by brother B. B. Milam, who read a portion of 
the first chapter of Second Timothy, and led in prayer. 
The Association wag called to order by the Moderator, who, 
ad on finding several visiting brothers present, extended, a cor- 
dial hand of welcome. 

5 Other church messengers having arrived,. the jletters 
Pp were read. 


. 











. Friars Porxt —Letter-and messenger, A P. Copeland. 
Shady Grove sent letter and messenger, asking admis- 
sion into this. Association, and was received. 

Suapy Grove—Letter and messenger, Joe Griffin 
Brother T. J. Bailey, of Winona, addressed the Associa 
-- tion very pleasantly and instructively in behalf of Home 
Missions, Ministerial Education and the Baptist Layman. 

The Moderator appointed the following committees to 
write on subjects 48 follows: 

Brother A. P. Copeland, Missions. ' } 

“ J. BE. Redding, Prohibition. 

me M. A.'Gameron, Duties of Pastors to the Church 
. J. W. Maupin, Duty of Charch to Pastot. 

“ J. E. Watts, State of Religion. 

“ -T. W) Humphreys, Publication. 

-s A. P. Rose, Sunday Schools. 

Brother M. Aj Cameron responded ably to a call tor re- 
port on the“ Duty of Pastor to the Church,” which Was spo- 
ken to by brothers A. P. Copeland, T. J. Bailey and H. A. 
Ferguson. ; 

Motion to adjourn, carried. f 

SECOND DAY—SATURDAY. 
Second day, owing to rain, the Association did not con- 
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yene until 10 a, m. Worship conducted by brother T.. d. 
Bailey by reading the first chapter of Second Peter. Prayer 
by brother B. G Lowrey. The Association was called to 


order by the Moderaor. Minutes read, corrected and ap- 


proved. 

Brother J. M. Chrestman, 
the Association, extended a cor 
G. Lowrey, of Blue Mountain F 
er C. L. Lewis, of Mi-si-sippi College. 

Call for revort, esp" ded to by brother J. E. Watts, on 
“state of Religie.” soken to by himself and brothers A. 
P Cope ond. A. Ferguson and B. G. Lowrey. Report 


was received sna lopted as read. 

Brother T. W Humphreys next responded with report 
on “Publications site #8 spoken to by himself, brothers 
H. A. Fergu-on AT. J. Bailey, ame 

- yy nated between the Baptist Record 


such portions 4 Aj 
and the Bap' = Layman, which was then received and 


Moderator, in the behalf of 
lial welcome to brother B. 
emale College, also to broth- 


adep ed ; 
Report of “Utes + Courch to Pastors” was sent by 


brother J. M. Bavers & d read by brother H. A. Ferguson, 
was spoken i by brothers H. A. Ferguson, T. J. Bailey, B. 
B. Milam, C. L. Lewis and B, G. Lowrey. Report was re- 
ceived and adomt d a> read. 
A motion male te adjourn, prevailed. 
EVENING SESSION. 
ouvened at 2:30. Devotional services 


The Asscc¢ a 
then called to 


by broth r ct. Lewis, The Association was 
order by rent | Corestman, Maderator. 

Call for repose bese nded to by report on “Sustenta- 
ather D, H. 8. Cox and read by brother H. 


y brothers H. A. Ferguson and A. 
lection was then 


tion.” sent by ' 


A. Fergus") §? ke fob 
N. Rowe, wa al pted a- read, and a col 
«1 ntation, which amounted to $4.60. The 


taken up fers" 
rother A. V. Rowe. 


same was paid t» b 
Report was theo handed in by brother T. R- Overby on 


“Ministerial Education,” read by brother A. V. Rowe, 8po- 
ken to by him-elf and brother C. L. Lewis, who, at the same 


> 


nded by striking out 
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: 6 MINUTES OF THE 

{ time, made an eloquent appeal in behalf of Mississippi Col- 
lege, which was adopted as read. 

: The report was then given in on ' Prohibition” by Bro. 

i J. E. Redding, spoken to by brother A. P. Copeland, which 

was received and adopted. f 


: The Financial Committee beg leave to make the follow- 
: ing report . 
F. Missions. Minutes. 8S. Miksions 
Bolemi.....<2-: «ea - sessts 3 50 $27 00 
Belen......... cocccee deeb) oo seeesdboeds 3 50 | 20 00 
Lyon......... soscccee. MMU coseee iis 3 00 | & 35 
Refuge. .............++suueenete 5 es teil ® 80... oe vb devee 
Oak Ridge...........i<0 $2 75 2 50 | & 75 
Shelby Church... .ieitebe--.220 cccees ‘ 3 00 
Mound Bayou 1 cO |) {dees 
Friars Point........-.cs.s0+ psacees 2 00 | 10 00 
iz First Baptist, Boliyar..,....... ......-. 2 00 iF leery 
: Shady Grove........:eesdeceeseeerere ce eees 1 00 | tdbsses 
ONE nes ciarcctess.ontl at seeeeea 75 $34 00 $73 10 
Grand total, all purposes......... vaanshucnesesseae 


The report was received and adopted. 
The following resolutions were made and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Association allow the Clerk ten dol- 
lars for his services, to be taken out of the minute fund, 

Resolved. That the minutes, when printed, shall be dis- 
tributed to the churches, apportioned to the amount of 
money sent by each church. Adopted. 


Call for reports responded to by brother A. P. Copeland, 
with report on “Missions,” after reading was spoken to by 
himself, and to be spoken to by brother A. V. Rowe at Ila. 
m. Sunday. 

Announcement was made for brother C. L. Lewis to 
preach to-night at 7:30; brother A. V. Rowe at 11 a. m. Sun- 
day, and brother Copeland 7:30 Sunday night. 

Motion to adjourn, carried 

MONDAY—MORNING SESSION 

The Association. convened at 9a m. Worship was 
conducted by brother J. E. Watts. .The Association was 
then called to order by brother J. M. Chrestman, Moderator, 
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Brother A. V. Rowe preached as appointed, a mission ser- 
mon, in reply to report read by brother A. P. Copeland, and 
a collection was taken uy for State Missions resulting in 
$18.05 Leing rai-ed, which was paid to brother A. V. Rowe. 
The mission report was then adopted. 

Brother A. P. Rose re-ponded to a call for report on 
“Sunday Schools,” read and spoken to by himself and broth- 
ere J. E Watts and A. P. Copeand, which was recerved and 
adopted as read. 

Next report on “Woman's Work” was read by sister M. 
M. Killibrew, spoken to by br thers J. E. Watts, A. P. 
Copeland and H. A. Ferguson, which was received with 
much deserving praise, aut wa- adopted as read. 

The following resolution was made and adopted : 

Resolved, That this Ass ciation accept the apportion: 
ment of $250 made by the State Board for the ensuing asso- 
ciational year. The comm) tee that was appointed beg leave 
to make the following report: 

We, the Apportionment Committee, respectfully ask 
the churches to raise the amounts set opposie their names. 
Enon chreb fis 
Belen church. ...-........+0+ 3 
Lula church 
Oak Ridge church 
« riars Point church 
Refuge church 
New Hope church 
Shelby church 
Lyon chureb.........5 ssesssssessssesseneensnsrenennnsnnes seseees 
Mound Bayou church 
First Bolivar church 
Shady Grove chureh 

The following reso 
B. Sumner and was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Association tender to Shelby church 
and community its sincere thanks for their liberal and 
cordial entertainment of delegates and visitors, and that we 


will ever cherish in grateful remembrance their abounding 
hospitality. J. B. SUMMER. 


Brother H. A. Ferguson was elected as delegate and 


eR 


ee ene 


er Tee ee ee 








seer 


’ 
ata 
































oes 


MINUTES OF THE 


brother D. H. 8. Cox as alternate to represent this Associa- 
tion in the Southern Baptist Convention. 


Brother A. P. Copeland was elected as 4 delegate to the 


State Convention, ahd brothers J. M. Chrestman and J. B 
Sum mer.as alternates. 


The following éommit'ees were appointed to write On . 


subjects named, as follows : 


Missions—D. H, 8, Cox. 

Publications—A. P, Copeland . 

Prohibition—A, P. Rose. 

Duty of Pastor to Church—B. B. Milam. 

Duty of Church to Pastor—J. B Summer 

Sunday School—T. 8. Shuford. 

State of Religion—M. A. Cameron. 

Woman's Work--Sisters Quinn and N. K- McClanahan. 

_ Ministerial Education and Mississippi College—T. R. 
Overby. 

Sustentation—J. M. Baber. : 

The following brothers were appointed as an Executive 
Committee :.J. M. Chrestman, A. P. Rose, J. W. Maupin, 
D. H. 8. Cox, H. A. Ferguson, A. P. Copeland and T, Ww. 
Humphreys. 

By an invitation from Lyon church, the following res- 
olution was adopted ; 

Resolved, That Sunflower Baptist Association meet 
with the Baptist dhureh at Lyon, on Friday befure the first 
Lord’s day in Septem ber, 1897. 

By a call from one of the brethren, brother T. R. Over- 
by read the Constitution and Rules of Decorum of the As- 
sociation.” 

On motion of brother B. B. Milam, a collection was 
taken amounting to $6.25 for our brother, M. A. Cameron, 
who was quite indisposed, and gladly received the small re- 
lief with thanks. 

The Association reports one new church house built at 
Shady Grove. 

Brother A. P. Copeland was appointed to preach the 
Introductory Sermon at the next Association meeting at 
. Lyon, and brother J, E. Watts appointed alternate. 
Brothers D. H. 8. Cox and A. P. Copeland were ap- 
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Delegates to the Deer Creek Associa 
% Summer and J. FE Red- 


Yalobusha Association 


J. M. Chrestmantand D. W. Herring were 
ates to the Coldwater Association. c 

Wm. Arnold and B. B. 
olored District, Bolivar 
ober 20, 


\. Ferguson, J1 


Rrothers UW. . 
es to the 


Brothers 


Brotaers T. W. Humphreys. 
isit tha C 
y convenes at Lamont, Oct 
achers reside in the Association ° 


The following pre 
‘opeland, Friars Point. 


PD. H.S Cox and A. P< 
B. B. Milam, near Shelby. 


M. A. Cameron, near Dancan. 
J. E. Watts, Lehrton, Miss. Deer Creek As¢ociation bas 


a charge at Shelby. 
R. A. Corhan, 
rarge at Lyon. 


Cleveland, Miss. Deer Creek Agsovia- 


tion has a cl 
‘All business being finished, the Association sang. the 
parting hymn, “God be with you till we meet again.” Dur- 
ing the singing all passed by the Moderator, shaking his 
hand and shaking hands with one another. The parting in 
fellowship was not only manifested, but spiritually felt by 
all. After a short prayer of dismissal, all repaired to the 
arbor and partook of a bountiful repast, as was also served 
the same way the previous days. Next was the rattling of 
hicles, the whistling of the engine and the parting was 
he harmonious meeting of the Sunflow- 

ith Shelby Baptist church, Septem 


ve 
over. Thus ended t 
er’ Baptist Association W 
ber 7th, 1896. 
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fact, we shall notice briefly what it is to 
|, to do this, what 4 work,—greatest, and 
A sermon must be tull of thought, 
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bold. sublime, burnihg, and far-reaching The ‘greatest 
of all thought, yet oe plain as to bring it within the reach 
of the untutoréd. intellect The dead level of common 
place stirs my heart, moves my soul heavenward, and yet 
it is the highest level some men seem to reach. Their ex- 
pec ialhans W saken, SICkKeD aud disgust ; 
Ob, those poverty stricken, no thought sermons. Again 
we should avoid thie “Me Xpre s-ible master piece ol sky 
paintings.” Heights rato regione of doubtful existener, 
and parades of knowing everything that is knowable. like 
one poor soul | onee heard exclaim, “it must be great, but 
I can't understand it 
Preach the yospel, we say preach it on the level to 
reach, elevate and save humanity, for whom it wos{desigin- 
ed 
PREACH THE WORD 
Che word ;: the: word from Sinai spoken on earth; the 
word frum Calvary; the word given in the day of Pente- 
eumt 
“The soul that sineth, it shall die.” “Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise pe ich.” “He that believeth shall be 
saved.” There is nO other npame given under heaven 
among men whereby we must be saved These and the 
like are the testimonies of the gospel 
The uncompramiging demand for conviction, repen- 
tence. regeneration, and a holy life, and this is the only 
thing that will satisfy the requirements of the day ; true 
morality is impossible without these, and the higher meas- 
ure of manhood and Hife are to be attained in no other way. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
M. A. CAMERON. 
APPENDIX B-—state oF RELIGION 


State of religion in the churches composing the Sun” 
flower Associatian, and sister churches as far as our obser 
vation and information extend, we believe is fairly wood in 
most of the churehes, where a protrac ted effort has been 
made. The Lord hath been with his people ; greatly re- 
vived the churches, and so accompaiued his word that it 
the (gospel) became the power.of God unto salvation to 
many that believed. Hence the churches and ministers 
have been brought under renewed obligations to thank 





God and take courage Respectfully, 
J. E, Watts. 
APPENDIX C—rerort ox rosiicaTion 


The subject of Publi ation 1s one that is of great extent, 
aad your committee would urge that of all other people, 
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Baptists ought to be particular about the pubiications. for 
the Saviorsaid, “Ye are the light of the world,’ and there: 
fore the world is lighted by ct ristians. So if we do not 
use and encourage the use of elevating and ennobling pub 
lications we are failingvu a christian duty. Now the world 
is full of publications of all grades and classes, but your 
committee would recomend that if our people would take 
the great Book of Books, the sible fora textand standard, 
trashy publications wonld be easily detected. Now we 
would recomend some that we are satisfied will stand the 
test of critics, as follows: The Baptist Record, The Bap- 
tist Layman, and others of which we are vot familiar, and 
for Sunday schools, the Kind Words series of the Southern 
Baptist Convention which are as pure as gold. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
T. W. HUMPHREYS. 
APPENDIX D- purtes oF CHURCH TO PASTOR, 

The subject on which I wish to write is one that has 
long been discussed but not exhausted. Duty of churches 
to treir pastors covers the entire ground, if the churches 
will do their duty, the pastors will come nearer doing theirs. 
It is the churches duty first to support their preachers and 
defend honor and obey them. The churches stould- always 
praise them in their foeble efforts, as well as their good ef- 
forts, because preachers can not be perfect in everything 
they undertake, they are not angels. The churches should 
see to it that their pastor's honor is respected, and that the 
people should not falsely accuse him of any unjust or dis- 
hoporable thing. It is futhér their duty to ‘carry on all 
work during their absence, such as prayer meetings, Sun- 
odis and other work, because this is very encourg: 
The spiritual growth and development of a 
at deal of pain 
preach 


day ech 
ing to then. 
chureh while he is gone, relieves him of.a gre 
and anxiety, and renders it much easier for him to 
to them, 

We have but few pastors, but a great Many preachers. 
A pastor's time should be fully employed in one church in 
order for bim to develop all the spiritual yesources possl- 
ble in that church. The church should introduce its pas- 
tor tu all the people and make it as pleasant as possible for 
him during bis stay. Respectfully Submitted, 
2 J. M. Baner. 


APPENDIX E—REPoRT ON SUSTENTATION, 
Your Committee on Sustentation beg leave to submit 


the following report: spring 
The faithful minister of God: spends his life in preach- 


ceives but a bare support 
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for his services,and if prostrated by sickness. or old, age dis 
qualifies him for futher duty. de and his family are lett 
to sutfer, to a linge extent, for the necessities of life, 

We believe toat it 8 the duty of God's people to see 
that the faithful. earnest minister of the Master are not neg- 
lected when old age comes on, or when disease disqualifies 
tuem for futher service, or that their widows of orphabs ve 
left destitute when the husband or father is take away 
We know of no ond within the bounds of our assectation 
who would come under our subject; but we find some 
within the scope of our Convention Board, who are helpless; 
needy and dependapt on the brethren for aid, 

These dear old brethren, and faithful ministers of the 
Master gave the best years of their manhood and the prime 
of their life in defenee Of the faith once delivered jo the 
Saints. They counted not life dear to themrelves that they 
might preach the word and finish their course with joy. 

We bave the assurance that Ged will favor the work 
of Jabor and love which bis people have shown toward his 
name, and we should not be so forgetful of the work of la 
bor and love of those servants of God who have giyen their 
life to the cause 

Your Committee wou'd most earnestly recomend that 
rca sma of this Association take up a collection for this 
purpose, and forward the same to A.V. Rowe, at Winona, 
Miss, } 

Your Committee would futher recomend that each 
pastor be requested to present this subject to his people at 
an early date as posible. Brethren, let us hold these old 
soldiers of the Cross im constant remembrance in our pray- 
ers and contributions, D. H. 8, Cox. 


APPENDIX F-rerort ox MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 


The care of this cause in connection with Mississippi 
College, has been sufficient to meet not only the expenses 
of the past year, but to leave a balance in. the treasury of 
the Board, with which to begin this session. The demands 
of our churches both in town and conntry for an educated 
minister are constantly increasing, and every young man 
who hopes to be useful as-a preacher must “educate. The 
living ministry is the greatest of all, the most important, 
the God appointed agency for the spread of the gospel, as 
such they surely needall the help they can get. We urge 
the churches to help us inthe great work of training our 
young men who are called of God to this work. Send all 
contributions of money, or boxes of provisions to Geo. 
Whitfield, Clinton, Miss. 

T. R. Overpy, Chairman. 
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APPENDIX (J—PROUIBITION. 


W hile so much has been written and said on prohibi- 
tion, that nothing new may be expected. The interest of 
the temperance Cause yrows M@atly. W hat bas been achiev- 
ed by the friends uf protibition is just cause for joy in our 
whole country, and an encouragement for future effort, with 
the hope ‘tor grander success. Already the great majority 


ot Baptists have put themselves on record as the friends an 
champions of temperance Let it ever be our attitude to 
useand encourage every legitimate means by which laws 
may be enact d tor the total suppression of the manufact- 
ure and sale of intoxicating drinks. We must agitate, ed- 
yeate and work for the cleansing of our jand from the mon- 
eter that has wrecked so many homes and caused so many 
hearts to bleed, it isa work that ought to enlist the sym- 
hristian heart. Let us talk prohibition, 
by all means let us hoid the ground we 
i go forward seeking new victories. 
J. B. Reppine. 


APPENDIX H— Missions. 
Never since the Lord delivered the com 
“Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all na- 
them in the name of the Father, and oO 
the Sen, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
ail things whatsoever | have commanded you,” has the 
work of missions been more important than now. All na- 
tions are now open to the gospel, by rail road, steam ship, 
and telegraph, earth's fifteen hun red millions are made 
neighbors. More than half this population are heathens to- 
dav, at most about 160,000 000 millions are nominally Pro- 
testants, among these, Baptists included, All the balance 
are Catholics, Greek church, Mahomedans and Jews; yet 
the Lord has declared, “This gospel of the Kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations, 
and then shall the end come.” This, prophecy of the bless~ 
ed Christ must and will be fulfilled ; and_surely it is not 
+h to affirm that it devolves upon Baptists 
to carry out the Master’s commission, If Buptists preach 
the gospel as it is in Christ, if they hold the doctrines of 
Christ and the Apostles, then it is their imperative duty to 
carry the word of life to all the world, Todo this we should 
use earnest and constant effort to imbue every member 0 
our churches with the spirit of missions. 
said that “the & rit of missions is the life of the churches.” 
So, when churebes lose the “spirit of missions’ they. lose 
ail signs of spiritual life. It is the eT of the gospel and 


the first and highest need of the wor 
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tions in sin and darkness should “have God's word, All 
history demonstrates that nothing can elevate and purify 
society without the gospel of Jesus Christ. The history of 
missions 18 the history of the redemption and elevation of 
man. All our civilization and christian happiness have 
been brought through missions. Missions have advanced 
and brought men under the power of divine truth; ignor 
ance, superstition, cfaelty and crime have disappeared. 
The gospel and the gospel only can break the shackles that 
bind men end nations im slavery to sin and satan. 

The world is the fiel€. At home and abroad, wher- 
ever men in sin are found, there is ground for mission work. 
Anrtally our field of missions enlarges, an! surely we 
ought to be stimulated and encouraged to go forward more 
vigorously in the future Respectfully, 

A. T. CopELAND. 
APPENDIK I]—rerort on sUNDAY SCHOOLS 

Sunday schools are @rganized assemblies for teach: 
God's word. Wehave from God's word the evidence 
God's will being given tw our earliest parents, and all 
through the divine word, God's will and pletsare was com-~ 
manded to be taught, especially was the masses Commatel 
ed toteach the word of God to the childrew. . The Old Tes- 
tament is the teacher leading the learner t Christ, the New 
Testament is Christ. his words, works and Spirit Pormal- 
ly the Bible was read by the same Sear, then the portion 
read was explained. We have Christ as our example 
where he prea hed in Nazareth Next we had the Question 

Books. , In 1780 Robert Rake organized the first Sunday 
achool, separate from the @hurch service, it. wa- t sught by 


hired women at Gloster, Brgland his snece-s Inspired Mr. 
Ww. Fox, a Baptist who hive dd near Loneon, whe goer onto 
correspondence with Mro Rakes nd orgenized Sunday 
schorls inand near Londép. which developed mnte the sun- 
day school unian, and js at)! in exi-ten The puwb et of 
Sundey school scholat® aiid teac! er~ reported the 1S Bep 


tist Century held in London, 1S80, was 6 623,124, »ivinst 
13,877,000 now. In 187Sthe idewof aving the same ‘ee 
son taught throughout ché entire FE: clis! so sking werld, 
was conci) ved by our potthern B uptist Bro BR F Jacobs, 
ahd was formulated by him and presented to the Natonal 
Convention which met at Indianapolis, Ind., and was. re- 
ceived ; and an executive: committee was appointed with 
Mr. Jacobs, as chairman, /There was at first 7 members of 
different denominations; Canada quietly united and have 
2 members; England united alxo but does not send dele- 
gates to the United States? Our late Pro. John Broadus, 
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love their husbands. to Jove their children, to be discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home obedient to their own husbands that 
the word,ofGod be not blasphemed.” Nota word is said 
to them about going out to t ach or even to raise money. 
They can do more gaod at home by a pious walk and a 
Godly:conversation.. By doing work for the Lord at home 
and in their respective churches, my opinion 4s, if we Wor 
men would do more real work for the Lord at home in and 
through our own chureh, we would accomplish more gel 
than is done in running about toconveotions, ail meetinys, 
W.C. T. U. meetings, ete, Let the money that is spent in 
running around be put in-our chureh or mission fund and 
sent to the Association or to the State Board, or vay our 
own pastor. Let us werk at home, have our societies wt 
home, and Sunday Schools in our own churches, send the, 
money where we pleasé, and let us not forget that christian 
women do have a work in the world In-society there may 
be many calls, The needs of unfortunate neighbors may 
plead to us for help, and if so, there is a good work for us. 
Oh, there is work for gs all at and around home. May we 
aoon learn what is reallly the christian wife's’ true work a8 
marked out in the Old and New Gospel. To be content 
with the silent triut@phs of one who looketh well to the 
ways of her household, af one who is discreet; a keeper at 
home quite willing to uplift her race through a wife's and 
mother’s holiest instiaets. I want to say @ word here to the 
young women. Do they know or consider the vast influ- 
ence for good or evil they may exert over the young men 
they meet daily in the social circle. Willour young women 
‘teach them by voice avd manner worship Ged? To 
spend the time passed in his house reverently. By doing 
that God is glorified, and they are all helpers, (workers). 
Young ladies you can do-this? Will .you, your humble 
writer asks, as one who loves you? Will vo 1 doit? You 
rernember tue little maid that waited on Naaman’s wife did 
a great work. When she told her mistress of the prophet 
that was in Samaria; that he would cure her master, and so 
Naaman went to Elisha, the man ot God, as the little maid 
had wished, and Naaman was cured of his Jeprosy. That 
little maid did a grand work at home in her; master’s fami- 
ly. If Kings, V ¢hapter—Paut an his Jetters to the Ro- 
mans sends greetings and commends unto them Phebe, and 
calls her our sister and a servant of the church at Genchrea 
Paul says she has been @ succorer of many and of himeelf 
also. But he (Paul) has never called on Phebe or any other 
woman t) come over into Macedonia and help us. He knew 
they had as much to doat home as they had capacity to at- 
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|The Savior said to his Apostle, “Go teach all nations.” 
ask, what a 
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‘is her home 
ters, let us work and pray for the Lorc 
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hearts. The Lord has given 
but 1 think the Scriptures show that her work is at home. 


/ Let us each work and 
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tend to. No doubt the Woman's Missionary Union has 
done a great work, but your numble scribe has never been 
able to find where Christ or the Apostles ever sent them out 
on any kind of work. If we give of our means unto the 
Lord, relieve the distressed, minister to the needy, comfort 
those that are cast down, and not forget the assembling -of 


ther in his name. If we do this in the name 


eet with our brethren at our Associations, and even at 


we m 
the Southern Baptist Convention. This is right. We go 
there for instruction, and for our own good, not to teach. 


You 
bout a woman going as a missionary to a foreign 
he goes with her huaband, then that 


for the time and her place to work. Then sis- 
1's work to go on in 


ecially in our homes and in our own 
woman a grand work to do, . 


pray that we may not be found un- 


faithful when he cometh in glory and in power. 
Respectfully subinitted, 
M. M. KILLEBREW. 
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CONSTITUTION. 
—— 


Ant. 1. This Association shall be called the Sunflower Association 
and shall consist of churches of the Baptist denomination in regular 
standing 

Art. 2. Each church of this union shall be entitled to five. dele- 
senting their church letter certifying their appoint- 
1 all the privileges ot the Association. 
faith and order with this body, may 
ssociation by signifying their desire 


gates who, on pre 
ment, shall be entitled to seats ant 

Art. 3. Churches of the same 
be admitted to membership in this A 


by letter and delegates 
Art. 4. The officers of this Association shall consist of a Modera- 


tor, Clerk and Treasurer, to be selected by & majority of the delegates 
present at each session, Who; together with four other members}appointe 
by the Moderator, shall form an Executive Committee, four of whom 
shall constitute a quorum who shall attend to all business intervening 
the sittings of the Association 
Art. 5.. This Association shall never possess any power or author- 
ity over the Churches. It may advise, as an advisory council only, yet 
it shall have power to withdraw fellowship from’ any church that 18 
known to be in disorder, or fails to represent itself for three successive 


meetings. p : : 
Arr. 6. The Moderator shall preside over the meetings of this As 


sociation, and may vote only in case of a tie, and he shall appoint all 


committees. . 
Art. 7. The Clerk shall keep a true record of 


all the proceedings 














le MINUTES OF THE 


of the Association, and be responsible for all articles and docaments 
committed to his care. 
-- Arr. 8. The Treasurer shall receive all monies and property of 
the Associatton, and shall be responsible for the same and shall not 
pay out any money save by the order of the Associatior or Executive 
Committee, and shall report all disbursements at each Association 

Arr. 9. The object of this Assogiation shall be to digest, organize 
an operative system of measures to promote the general interest of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom. But in no ingtance shall it infringe on the inde- 
pendence of the churches. 

Art. 10. This constitution may be altered or amended at any reg- 
ular sitting of the Association by # vote of two-thirds of the delegates 
present 
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